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The Intensive Study Course (ISC) was held between May 2 and May 
4 at University of Zagreb.

Students:
Local participants (HR) = 12
International participants = 15
TOTAL PARTICIPANTES = 27

Teachers = 8

This report was prepared by:
1. Borna Abramović
2. Denis Šipuš
3. Martina Jakara
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Students – Survey results
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Closed-ended Questions
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Technology

4,72

4,89

4,56

4,50

4,61

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Infrastructure

4,50

4,67

4,61

4,56

4,56

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent



Co-funded by the Erasmus+Programme of 
the EuropeanUnion

Safety and security

4,61

4,50

4,39

4,50

4,44

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Rolling stock

4,41

4,53

4,35

4,18

4,65

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Operation, management, and economics

4,18

4,06

4,00

4,24

4,24

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Topics

4,66

4,58

4,49

4,42

4,14

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Technology

Infrastructure

Safety and security

Rolling stock

Operation, management, and economics

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Activities in ISC

4,28

4,44

4,56

4,61

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

The ISC helped me to improve my English language skills

The ISC helped me to improve my communication skills

Team work helped me to understand other cultures better

I was happy with support my group received from supervisors

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent



Co-funded by the Erasmus+Programme of 
the EuropeanUnion

Interesting questions (1)

33,33%

100,00%

76,47%

66,67%

23,53%

Was English language a barrier in understanding content of
the lectures?

Would you recommend ASTONRAIL ISC to your colleagues
from your home university?

Do you think ASTONRAIL ISC experience will influence your
future career plans?

YES NO
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Interesting questions (2)

22,22%

72,22%

55,56%

77,78%

94,44%

38,89%

44,44%

77,78%

27,78%

44,44%

22,22%

5,56%

61,11%

55,56%

More lectures

More discussions

More sessions

More time for research projects

More technical visits

Use other promotional materials (e.g. pens, notebooks)

Use more online marketing (e.g. website, Facebook)

YES NO
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Open-ended Questions
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1. Which part did you enjoy best? Why?
“The discussion between students and teachers.”

“I enjoyed teamwork the most because it was more interesting for me to learn.”

“Mix of contents given and shared with different nationalities people.”

“Practical teamwork.”

“The interactive part of ISC.”

“Groupwork and disscusion.”

“Connection with other students ans testing different ideas.”

“Working in groups with no judgments from others. Indeed feedbacks on presenting skills is better to be covered by 
profesors. In nutshell, engaging students to exert their knowledge.”

“Activities in group.”

“Getting experience from other country universitas in the same field of expertise.”

“The sessions where I could work together with my team, sharing knowledge and proposing new ideas.”
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2. Was English language a barrier in understanding content 
of the lectures? 

“Everything was load and clean to understand. Detailed information was given.”

“Yes, because I don't use english very often.”

“Some of speakers had average english skills so it was a little harder to understand.”

“A little bit, because I'm not using it so much and there is so may people which implemet different accents.”

“I'm familiar with specific terms on this domain.”

“Cause my english skills is not on a high level.”

“No, lectures and students have sufficient knowledge of English language.”

“I'd say yes and no, I know english quite well but maybe it was hard to understand some proffesional words from rail 
language, but also it was good to hear them because now I know what they mean and I can use them in my 

vocabulary..”
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3. Would you recommend ASTONRAIL ISC to your 
colleagues from your home university?

“Yes, it is a great expirience.”

“As it contributes your communication and language skills while participating in a topic of interest.”

“Interesting experience.”

“Because of everything, new people and new knowledge.”

“Reason is to get familiar with our field of expertise from different aspects of technology.”

“It's a good opportunity to learn topics in a different environment with multicultural background.”

“Yes, because if I'm not interested in rail too much, I know many colleagues which love railways.”

“A great way to learn and meet new people. A lot of practical work which is great, also a lot of working in groups.”

“To reinforce learned knowledge from the university and also to get some new informations/perspective.”

“Good opportunity to meet people with a similar railway passion and expand knowledge.”

“It's an opportunity to improve your knowledge in railway engineering and learn new ideas and approaches to the 
problems existing in this industry.”
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4. Overall, what was good about ASTONRAIL ISC?
“Insights into all subject areas.”

“Learning professional terms in english, expanding professional knowledge and expanding interest in railway.”

“Opportunity of discussing and developing conclusions by our own working in groups.”

“Lots of practical team work. Great speakers. Provoking discussions.”

“New friends and knowledge.”

“Topics, people, professors.”

“Getting familiar with different cultures.”

“They are open to hear new ideas also they are supporting work individually and in team.”

“Multicultural background and improving english skills.”

“Case studies after each topic in group.”

“Professors and students are all well educated. Not only do they behave in such a professional way, but also they are 
welcoming.”
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5. Overall, what was bad about ASTONRAIL ISC?
“Lack of breaks during lectures.”

“Maybe extend it for a day or two so the lectures are not all cromped together.”

“Nothing.”

“Lectures all day.”

“Some parts were too theoretical.”

“Maybe, it's bad because its 3 days in row from morning to late afternoon.”

“In general nothing bad I experienced, except for some long sessions. But of course, it's understanable.”

“Not sure jet how I would before. I'm not interested about rail too much, and i don't know what I will do in my future.”

“Not enough time for specific feedback on specific lecture/concept parts.”

“Sometime still too lecture - heavy.”

“Some sessions were quiet long. There was some new techniques for learn or study lectures but overall it was quite 
similar what we are doing generally in lectures.”
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6. Do you think ASTONRAIL ISC experience will influence 
your future career plans? 

“No for now, maybe later when I'll have more expert knowledge.”

“Probablly not because I'm not studing rail but it was a great course.”

“Because of new knowledges and improving the language skills.”

“I want to improve my skills and knowledge.”

“Improving my knowledge in this field.”

“Yes, we also have new idea for future innovations so it will be helpful for choosing our professional path.”

“I will leverge critical thinking not only in my future career, but also when it comes to teaching.”

“I think its good to have this experience in my life because I've heard many opinions and new things that are be helpful 
in life for sure.”

“Great networking!”

“It gave new ideas and knowledge that may be useful in the future.”
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Teachers – Survey results
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Closed-ended Questions
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Technology

4,38

4,50

3,88

3,88

4,00

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Infrastructure

4,57

4,43

4,86

4,29

4,60

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Safety and security

4,86

4,71

4,57

4,43

4,60

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Rolling stock

4,50

4,50

4,13

4,29

4,40

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Operation, management, and economics

4,29

4,00

4,29

3,86

4,00

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Lectures

Teaching and learning session

Teaching materials (e.g. handouts, slides)

I improved my knowledge

My ideas for the sessions were valued by my team

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Topics

4,13

4,55

4,63

4,36

4,09

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

Technology

Infrastructure

Safety and security

Rolling stock

Operation, management, and economics

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Activities in ISC

4,29

4,43

4,67

4,80

3,00 3,20 3,40 3,60 3,80 4,00 4,20 4,40 4,60 4,80 5,00

The ISC helped me to improve my English language skills

The ISC helped me to improve my communication skills

Team work helped me to understand other cultures better

I was happy with support my group received from
supervisors

Grading system: 1 = insufficient – 5 = excellent
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Interesting questions (1)

12,50%

100,00%

71,43%

87,50%

28,57%

Was English language a barrier in understanding content of
the lectures?

Would you recommend ASTONRAIL ISC to your colleagues
from your home university?

Do you think ASTONRAIL ISC experience will influence your
future career plans?

YES NO
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Interesting questions (2)

28,57%

85,71%

50,00%

85,71%

100,00%

28,57%

57,14%

71,43%

14,29%

50,00%

14,29%

71,43%

42,86%

More lectures

More discussions

More sessions

More time for research projects

More technical visits

Use other promotional materials (e.g. pens, notebooks)

Use more online marketing (e.g. website, Facebook)

YES NO
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Open-ended Questions
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1. Which part did you enjoy best? Why?
“The interaction between student and teacher.”

“Infrastructure. Very interesting presentation, practical demonstration, likeable teacher.”

“Activities for students, communication.”

“Participation, motivation of participants, learning experience.”

“Students presentations on the end of each topic.”

“Liveliness of discussion: Technology; object to touch: Infrastructure; presentation of students: Rolling Stock.”

“Different people from different countries.”



Co-funded by the Erasmus+Programme of 
the EuropeanUnion

2. Was English language a barrier in understanding content 
of the lectures? 

“No. High linguistic level of students and teachers.”

“English language wasn't a barrier for understanding.”

“Yes, sometimes same technical term was difficult understood, for example different US and/or UK English language.”



Co-funded by the Erasmus+Programme of 
the EuropeanUnion

3. Would you recommend ASTONRAIL ISC to your 
colleagues from your home university?

“Yes, because the approach can be helpful to understand the topics.”

“Definitely, it was perfect opportunity for all learners.”

“Yes, similar schemes are key instruments for revitalising the teaching in any disciplines.”

“Excellent learning outcome, multicultural, subject - spectre.”

“Yes, it was excellent.”
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4. Overall, what was good about ASTONRAIL ISC?
“The possibility to observe different way of teaching.”

“International students and teachers, friendly atmosphere, excellent organization.”

“It improved the relationship between members.”

“Multidisciplinary, multiculturality, multinationalism, variety of teaching approaches.”

“Participation engagement.”

“Discussion, less stricted classroom.”

“3 hours per topic including active parts for the students variety of topics.”

“Organization.”
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5. Overall, what was bad about ASTONRAIL ISC?
“Nothing.”

“Everything was brilliant.”

“Time was short.”

“Overtime in some topics.”

“It should have been longer to better getting results and achievements and mature awareness of the experience of the 
students.”

“Depending on the topic: relatively limited amount of gain of true knowledge; sometimes lack of concentration of 
students during other students' presentations.”
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6. Do you think ASTONRAIL ISC experience will influence 
your future career plans? 

“Yes: some ISC experience would like to use in my teaching practice.”

“I like this kind of meetings. It is inspiration for our future seminars/projects.”

“Increase relationships with universities ready and open to be involved in similar initiatives.”

“Massive potencional for future work.”

“The clarity about what we expected in future career. Thank you all, we had  great time.”

“Yes, it broad my experience as a teacher.”
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Thank you for your time!
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